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SECTION ONE: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Every three years, the Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF) conducts a Child 
Care Market Rate Analysis to determine the distribution of rates for child care across the 
state. The following highlights information reported in the current study.  

• Forty-four percent (44.3%) of Family Child Care providers and 46.5% of Centers 
participate in the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) subsidy program.  

• Although there are differences in cost area, age category and provider type as 
specified in the report, statewide, across all providers, benefits are being provided 
at the 40th-45th percentile.  

The Child Care Market Analysis Survey was administered to providers across the state to 
capture information not previously available. Highlights are summarized below. 

• Across all three cost areas (high, medium and low), median Center rates were higher 
than Family Child Care for full-time care. For part-time care, Family Child Care rates 
were much higher than their regular full-time rates, whereas part-time rates for 
Centers were lower than regular full-time rates.   

• Few providers offer alternative hour care.  Alternative hour care is particularly 
limited in cost area 1.  

• No family child care providers in cost area 1 are listed as being accredited.  
• Providers who participate in special projects administered by Child Care Aware of 

Kansas charge slightly higher rates than providers who do not participate in special 
projects administered by Child Care Aware of Kansas. 

• Centers participating in CACFP charge between $0.10 and $0.95 more per hour than 
Centers not participating in the program. Family Child Care rates remained the same 
or were slightly lower than Family Child Care providers not participating in CACFP.   

• Seventy-six percent (76.1%) of Centers and 21.2% of Family Child Care providers 
charge additional fees. The most common fee was enrollment/registration where 
69.5% of Centers are charging an enrollment fee, with mean fee of $51.65. 

• Of the 301 Centers who responded to the survey, 230 (76.4%) stated the amount 
they made was enough to meet the basic health, safety, quality of care, and staffing 
requirements of providing child care. Of the 862 Family Child Care providers who 
responded to the survey, 659 (76.5%) stated the amount they made was enough to 
meet basic health, safety, quality of care, and staffing requirements of providing 
child care. 

• Of the 1,192 respondents who took the survey, 646 (54.2%) participate in the DCF 
subsidy program. Of the respondents who participate, ninety-five (95.4%) did not 
limit the number of children in their facility who are receiving the subsidy.  

• Eighty-seven percent (87.0%) of Center providers and 92.9% of Family Child Care 
providers charge families receiving the DCF subsidy their full private pay rate. 



LTI 2017 Kansas Child Care Market Analysis for Kansas Department for Children and Families 

4 

SECTION TWO: INTRODUCTION
The Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF) designs and oversees programs to 
help Kansas families access child care services. One of these programs is the Child Care 
Subsidy Program that helps some families pay for child care costs. DCF subsidizes a portion 
of the child care expenses incurred by some low-income families. These subsidies allow 
low-income families to participate in training programs, attend school, or maintain 
employment.  Child care rates are based in part on local market rates of child care, as 
determined by market rate analyses. These analyses are used to obtain rate information as 
well as other information about the child care setting, such as services offered and child 
care provider education/credentials.  Since changes do occur within the market over time, 
a rate study is completed every three years. 

DCF has contracted with the Learning Tree Institute at Greenbush (LTI) to analyze the local 
market rates of regulated child care throughout the state of Kansas.  The analysis provides 
information on whether current state rates and county groups are adequate to allow 
families equal purchasing power in the child care market. 

Child Care Aware of Kansas is the child care resource and referral agency that collects child 
care rate data. Rate information, and other data, from Child Care Aware of Kansas was used 
for the market analysis whenever available. Information that was not available through 
Child Care Aware of Kansas was obtained through a survey designed and administered by 
LTI, with final edits determined by the administrative and communications staff of DCF. 
The survey is referred to throughout the document as the Child Care Market Analysis 
Survey. 

Organization of the Report 
This report is organized by section. Section one includes the Executive Summary. 
Section two includes the Introduction. Section three describes how existing data 
were used to calculate median rates and any conversions as well as the 
methodology used to collect new survey data as requested to provide additional 
information regarding child care provider practices.  Section four includes the 
results of the study, folding in new data with existing data to answer questions 
outlined in the study’s scope of work. Section five includes recommendations for 
cost area changes and future market rate analysis. The final section is a series of 
appendices that provide information on median rates by county, cost areas, age 
category, and other supporting documentation.  Detailed information and 
frequency tables from the new survey questions are included in Appendix 9: 
Results of the Child Care Market Analysis Survey. 
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SECTION 3: METHODOLOGY  
Market Rate Analysis 
The goal of the Kansas Child Care Market Rate Analysis is to determine the distribution of 
rates for child care across the state based on various child care provider types, their 
demographics, and geography. Child Care Aware of Kansas (CCAKS) maintains data related 
to child care rates and hours of operation by provider type and age of child. This 
information, as well as data regarding accreditation, alternative hour care, special projects 
administered by CCAKS, and Child and Adult Care Food Program participation were used in 
the current market rate analysis. The data are from the June 2017 time period.  

Survey Development  
To collect and analyze data not currently available, the Research and Evaluation 
Department of the Learning Tree Institute at Greenbush (LTI) developed a survey 
on behalf of the Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF). The survey 
was developed with both print and electronic distribution options.  An initial 
survey draft was submitted by LTI to the DCF Child Care Subsidy Program Manager 
and DCF Communications Department, who provided guidance and determined 
final survey content. The survey intended to gather information to answer the 
following questions:   
 

1. By provider type, what fees (if any) do child care providers charge to families 
for enrollment/registration, activity fees, transportation and other purposes, 
including the frequency and amounts charged? 

2. By provider type, to what extent do child care providers participating in 
the CCDF subsidy program charge families receiving subsidy amounts 
greater than their required co-payment/family share amount (differences 
between private pay rates and DCF rates), including the size and 
frequency of such amounts? 

3. To what extent do child care providers offer discounts or negotiate a lower 
rate than their private-pay rate for an individual child for families receiving 
subsidies as well as other families? For those who do negotiate a lower rate 
or offer discounts, what factors are considered in determining discounts or 
negotiations of lower rates, such as subsidy eligibility, multiple children in a 
family or employee discounts?  What additional sources of funding besides 
subsidy and parent payments (if any) are used?  

4. What is a reasonable amount that a family may expect to pay for 
enrollment/registration? Are there differences between provider types?  
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The electronic survey was developed using SurveyMonkey software. The paper 
version was created using SurkeyTracker software. To aid in the administration, 
and to reduce participants’ time, multiple question skip procedures were included 
on the electronic survey which required extensive testing to ensure appropriate 
performance. The survey was tested internally by the LTI Research and Evaluation 
Department staff and was pilot tested by three child care providers.  Detailed 
results can be found in Appendix 9: Results of the Child Care Market Analysis 
Survey. 

Survey Sampling and Distribution  
The initial study design and sampling procedures were based on data from the November 
2014 Kansas Child Care Market Rate Study. LTI proposed two stratified samples with 
proportional area allocations.  Initial sample sizes were based on a Child Care Aware 
resource map of Kansas Child Care Program Data from June 7, 2016. DCF requested the 
new study include additional provider types in the survey data collection and analysis. 
These included Head Start, preschool, and building based school age programs.  This 
inclusion more than doubled the original estimate of Child Care Centers and changed the 
original distribution of the sample across market areas. Given a reduced timeframe for 
completion of data collection, and in an effort to reduce sampling bias, a full census 
approach was taken to ensure the full universe of providers in the child care market had an 
equal opportunity to participate.  

Following survey best practices, DCF sent a survey pre-notification email invitation 
to all child care providers on November 16, 2017. The invitation notified providers 
of the upcoming survey that would be coming from LTI while encouraging and 
thanking them for participation. After the notification, LTI sent an email with a 
survey link to all providers with valid email addresses (4,789) on December 1, 
2017. LTI provided an option to participate via paper survey if desired. Providers 
with a “do not contact” status were excluded from the email.  A surprising number 
of providers did not have email addresses or valid email addresses. A follow-up 
email was sent to non-respondents on December 5, 2017. To ensure all providers 
had an equal chance of participation, 598 paper surveys with pre-paid return 
envelopes were mailed to providers that did not have email addresses. 

As a secondary follow-up measure, LTI staff made more than 200 personalized 
calls, with more than 150 survey interviews completed. Calls were made to 
randomly selected providers without valid mail/e-mail information and also to 
providers in areas/categories with lower participation rates.  Data collected 
through follow-up phone calls were logged directly into the SurveyMonkey survey. 
Analysis of different modes of responding did not reveal significant differences in 
responses.  
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93% of Family Child Care Providers answered 'yes'. Providers that said 'no', they do not 
charge families receiving DCF subsidies their full private pay rate, were asked if they 
charge less than the full private pay rate, indicating they give families receiving DCF 
subsidies a discount. Of these providers indicating a discount, 18 were Centers and 13 were 
Family Child Care Providers.  
 
For those offering discounts, there were large disparities among both provider types in the 
amount of the discount offered to families. Centers reported a discount range of $0.10-
$1.25 per child/per hour. Family Child Care reported a discount range of $0.09-$2.75 per 
child/per hour. 
 

Additional Sources of Funding 
The Child Care Market Analysis Survey asked child care providers about additional sources 
of funding they receive in addition to family and DCF payments. The most frequently 
reported additional sources of funding were:  Step It Up (20 respondents); Strengthening 
Families (15 respondents); Early Childhood Block Grant (15 respondents); and Early Head 
Start (12 respondents). The amount of funding varied from less than $100 to over $4 
million. A detailed report of funding sources can be found in Appendix 9: Results of the Child 
Care Market Analysis Survey. 

Additional Costs  
The Child Care Market Analysis Survey asked child care providers two questions regarding 
their ability to cover expenses of providing child care. 

The first question was posed to child care providers in order to assess whether or not their 
business provided enough income to meet the basic health, safety, quality of care, and 
staffing requirements of providing child care. Of the 301 Centers who responded, 230 
(76.4%) stated the amount they made did cover the aforementioned costs. Of the 862 
Family Child Care providers who responded, 659 (76.5%) stated the amount they made did 
cover the aforementioned costs. There were large disparities among both provider types in 
the amount of additional income they would need per child in order to meet this 
requirement. Centers reported a range of $0.02-$3.32 per child/per hour. Family Child Care 
reported a range of $0.01-$4.44 per child/per hour. 

A second question was posed to child care providers in order to assess whether their 
business provided enough income to attend conferences, attend additional training, or 
complete national accreditation, thus allowing them to provide a higher quality of care. Of 
the 297 Centers who responded, 173 (58.2%) stated the amount they made did cover the 
aforementioned costs. Of the 854 Family Child Care providers who responded, 494 (57.8%) 
stated the amount they made did cover the aforementioned costs. There were large 
differences among both provider types in the amount of additional income they would 
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need per child in order to meet this requirement. Centers reported a range of $0.01-$3.70 
per child/per hour. Family Child Care reported a range of $0.01-$7.69 per child/per hour. 

Subsidies 
CCDF Subsidy Participation 
The Child Care Market Analysis Survey asked child care providers about their participation 
in the CCDF subsidy program and the extent to which they limit the number of children in 
their facility who benefit from the subsidy program. Of the 1,192 respondents, 646 (54.2%) 
participate in the program. Of the respondents who participate in the child care subsidy 
program, ninety-five (95.4%) do not limit the number of children in their facility who are 
receiving the subsidy.  

If a child care provider indicated they did accept the CCDF subsidy payment on the Child 
Care Market Analysis Survey, they were asked if they charged families on the subsidy their 
full private-pay rate (i.e. the rate they charge private-pay families). One hundred ninety-
two (192) Center providers and 350 Family Child Care providers answered the question. 
Eighty-seven percent (167 of 192) of Center providers and 92.9% (325 of 350) of Family 
Child Care providers report charging families who receive the DCF subsidy their full private 
pay rate. This means that, according to the survey, 90.8% of child care providers who 
accept the subsidy charge families who receive DCF assistance the same price as private-
pay families. 

Child care providers who charge families their full private pay rate were then asked if the 
additional amount the family paid exceeded the family portion as allocated by DCF. Of the 
183 Center providers who responded, 36.1% reported the amount exceeded the family 
portion as allocated by DCF, 7.7% reported the amount did not exceed their family portion 
as allocated by DCF, and 56.3% reported the family has not shared that information with 
the provider. Of the 392 Family Child Care providers who responded, 29.1% reported the 
amount exceeded the family portion as allocated by DCF, 12.5% reported the amount did 
not exceed the family portion as allocated by DCF, and 58.4% reported the family has not 
shared that information with the provider. 

Child care providers who responded that they charged more than the family portion as 
allocated by DCF were asked to estimate how much more a family had to pay for child care. 
There were large disparities among both provider types in the amount money a family paid 
in addition to the family portion as allocated by DCF. Centers reported a range of $0.08-
$2.33 per child/per hour. Family Child Care reported a range of $0.12-$2.25 per child/per 
hour. 

The Child Care Market Analysis Survey was also used to provide insight into barriers 
providers encountered when participating in the CCDF subsidy program. Half of those 
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surveyed reported one or more challenges with the program. For those participating, the 
top five challenges included: 

• Difficulty collecting the balance from parents (31.6%) 
• Paperwork concerns (18.9%) 
• The amount families pay is too high (10.3%) 
• I lose money accepting DCF payment (10.0%) 
• Parent/Providers have difficulty accessing assistance at DCF (7.1%)  

 
For providers not participating in the DCF subsidy program, reasons listed for not 
participating included:  

• Families never ask for it (38.2%) 
• Loss of income (14.7%) 
• Private pay families keep the child care full (9.7%) 
• Does not meet my lifestyle/business needs (7.1%) 
• Past conflicts with DCF staff and/or families (4.7%) 

 
Please see Appendix 9: Results of the Child Care Market Analysis Survey for more detailed 
information. 

Summary of Results at the 75th Percentile 
Forty-four percent (44.3%) of Family Child Care providers and 46.5% of Centers 
participate in CCDF subsidy program. Using DCF provided child care benefit data for 
Centers and Family Child Care providers from June-August 2017, LTI calculated the 
average hourly rate by region, county, age, and provider type using the total benefit 
amount. The total benefit is a sum of the family portion as allocated by DCF and the regular 
hourly subsidy.   

The total benefit rate (average subsidy rate) was calculated in relation to the 75th 
percentile of the full-time provider rates described in the tables below, which represent the 
market rates.  The 75th percentile market rate is the price at or below which 75% of child 
care providers reported charging for services and is the benchmark recommended by the 
Department of Health and Human Services for provider subsidy rates. 

Tables 19 and 20 show the results by provider type and rate category based on current 
DCF groupings/cost areas. The results are further summarized by age group, provider type 
and current DCF cost areas in Tables 21 and 22. It is important to note that the means were 
used, and 75th percentile was used as a benchmark.  
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Barriers to CCDA participation 
All providers, regardless of participation in the CCDF subsidy program, were asked about barriers to 
participation. The results are shown below in following two tables. 

Challenges of Providers Who Participate in the CCDF Subsidy 
Three hundred and two (302) of 646 respondents, or 46.7% of responses, indicated they had no 
challenges with participation in the child care subsidy program. Twenty-one (21), or 3.3% of responses, 
did not indicate whether there were challenges resulting from DCF participation. 

Three hundred twenty-three (323) of 646 respondents, or 50.0% of responses, indicated there were 
challenges. A content analysis was completed on those challenges. 
 
The table below represents that analysis. (Some respondents indicated more than one challenge. 
Therefore, some comments were categorized in more than one area.) 

 
 
Challenges Encountered By DCF Providers 

Number of Respondents 
Who Indicated It Was a 

Challenge 

 
Overall % Who Indicated It 

Was  a Challenge 

Difficulty collecting the balance from parents 120 31.6% 

Paperwork concerns 72 18.9% 

The amount families pay is too high 39 10.3% 

I lose money accepting DCF payment 38 10.0% 

Parents/Providers have difficulty accessing assistance at DCF 27 7.1% 

Lack of communication 19 5.0% 

Parents do not want to pay in addition to the DCF payment 12 3.2% 

Additional hours of training required 9 2.4% 

Payment schedule is difficult 9 2.4% 

Technology errors causing payment issues 9 2.4% 

Families fail to re-apply on time 8 2.1% 

DCF payment rate needs to be increased 6 1.6% 

DCF website is down frequently/unpredictable 5 1.3% 

Challenging child behaviors 2 0.5% 

Families are hesitant to participate in child care enforcement 1 0.3% 

New background check requirements 1 0.3% 

Not enough qualified families to enroll 1 0.3% 

Providers keep the children beyond a parent's work hours 1 0.3% 

Recent rate decrease 1 0.3% 

Total Number of Challenges 380 100.0% 
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Perceived Challenges of Providers Who Do Not Participate in the CCDF Subsidy 
The 546 child care providers who do not participate in the CCDF subsidy were asked, “Please tell us why 
you do not participate in the child care subsidy through DCF.” A content analysis was performed on 
those responses and the following table represents that analysis. (Some respondents indicated more 
than one challenge. Therefore, some comments were categorized in more than one area.) 

 
 
Perceived Challenges Encountered By DCF Providers 

Number of Respondents 
Who Indicated It Was a 

Challenge 

 
Overall % Who Indicated It 

Was  a Challenge 

Families never ask for it 237 38.2% 

Loss of income 91 14.7% 

Private pay families keep the child care full 60 9.7% 

Does not meet my lifestyle/business needs 44 7.1% 

Past conflicts with DCF staff and/or families 29 4.7% 

Program serves a special population 26 4.2% 

Child care facility was denied participation 24 3.9% 

Do not know how to get started or who to contact 24 3.9% 

Did not know this program was available 22 3.5% 

Too many requirements 19 3.1% 

Paperwork is too difficult 15 2.4% 

Has heard it is not a good program for providers 9 1.4% 

Not a priority at this time 8 1.3% 

Has not completed the in-service requirements 7 1.1% 

Has lost money in the past 5 0.8% 

Total Number of Perceived Challenges 620 100.0% 

Additional cost offset by families 
Providers who accept the CCDF subsidy were asked the question, “Do you charge families (who are 
receiving the DCF subsidy) your full private-pay rate?” Their responses were then categorized as 
follows. 

 # of Providers Who 
Charge Families 
Receiving DCF 

Assistance Their Full 
Private-Pay Rate 

# of Providers Who 
Do Not Charge 

Families Receiving 
DCF Assistance Their 
Full Private-Pay Rate 

 
 

Number of Providers 
Who Responded to 

the Question 

% of Providers Who 
Charge Families Who 

Receive DCF 
Assistance Their Full 

Private-Pay Rate 

Center 167 25 192 87.0% 

Family Child Care 325 25 350 92.9% 

Total 492 50 542 90.8% 
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Two family child care providers did not respond to the question and are not included in the count. 
 
Providers who answered affirmatively that they 1) accept the CCDF subsidy and 2) charge families their 
private pay rate, were then asked, “Does this amount exceed their family share?” There were a total of 
183 Center providers and 392 Family Child Care providers who answered this question, and their 
responses are below.  

 Center Family Child Care  

The Amount Charged to Families Exceeds Their Family Share (# of Respondents) 66 114 

% of Providers Whose Amount Charged Exceeds Their Family Share 36.1% 29.1% 

The Amount Charged to Families Does Not Exceed Their Family Share  (# of 
Respondents) 

14 49 

% of Providers Whose Amount Charged Does Not Exceed Their Family Share 7.7% 12.5% 

The Family Has Not Shared that Information with the Provider  (# of Respondents) 
 

103 229 

% of Providers Who Report the Family Has Not Shared that Information 56.3% 58.4% 

Three Centers did not share this information and two Family Child Care providers did not share this information and are not included in 
the count. 
 
Providers who answered affirmatively that they 1) accept the CCDF subsidy, 2) charge families their 
private pay rate, 3) and their private pay rate exceeded their family share were then asked, “How much 
does the amount exceed their family share, per child?” There were a total of 49 Center providers and 91 
Family Child Care providers who answered this question, and their responses were then categorized 
below.  

  
 

Number of Responses 

 
 

Range of Responses 

Average Hourly Amount 
Families Pay in Addition to 

Their Family Share 

Center 23 $0.08-$2.33 $0.98 

Family Child Care  77 $0.12-$2.25 $0.76 

Twenty-six Center providers and 14 Family Child Care providers knew the amount their families had to pay exceeded the family share, 
but indicated they could not answer the question accurately because the amount varied widely based on family circumstances. 
 

Alternative Hour Care 
Providers were asked the question “Do you provide alternative hour care?” Of the 1,192 respondents, 
11.6% (138) answered they did provide alternative hour care and 88.4% (1,054) answered they did not 
provide alternative hour care. 
 
Providers who answered in the affirmative were then asked the question, “What days and hours do you 
consider as alternative hour care?” Their responses were then categorized below. Some respondent’s 
answers are represented below in more than one category because they identified several areas as being 
alternative hour care. 
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Respondents Who Considered the Following as Alternative Hour Care Number of Responses % of Respondents 

Evenings 47 31.8% 

Weekends 36 24.3% 

Early Mornings 23 15.6% 

Drop In Care 12 8.1% 

Before/After School 11 7.4% 

Uncategorized Responses 11 7.4% 

Overnights 8 5.4% 

Total Number of Responses 148 100.0% 

 

Providers provided varying responses as to what they consider to be alternative hour care. The 
categories listed above are further broken down in the following tables. 

Respondents Who Considered Before/After School as Alternative Hour 
Care 

Number of Responses % of Respondents 

School Days Out  6 54.5% 

Before or Afterschool 3 27.3%  

Afterschool 2 18.2% 

Total Number of Responses 11 100.0% 

 

Respondents Who Considered Drop-In Care as Alternative Hour Care Number of Responses % of Respondents  

Drop In Care 12 100.0% 

Total Number of Responses 12 100.0% 

 

Respondents Who Considered Early Mornings as Alternative Hour Care Number of Responses % of Respondents 

“Before 5:00 am”, “Before 6:00 am”, “Before 6:30 am” 12 52.2% 

“Before 7:00 am”, “Before 7:30 am” 7 30.4% 

“Before 7:45 am”, “Before 8:00 am”, “Before 9:30 am” 3 13.0% 

Before regularly scheduled hours 1 04.4% 

Total Number of Responses 23 100.0% 
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Respondents Who Considered Evenings as Alternative Hour Care Number of Responses % of Respondents 

“After 6:00 pm”, “After 7:00 pm”, “After 8:00 pm” 18 38.3% 

“After 5:00 pm”, “After 5:30 pm” 14 29.8% 

Evenings 11 23.4% 

“After 3:00 pm”, “After 3:15 pm”, “After 3:30 pm” 4 08.5% 

Total Number of Responses 47 100.0% 

 

Respondents Who Considered Overnights as Alternative Hour Care Number of Responses % of Respondents 

Overnight 7 87.5% 

“After 11 pm” 1 12.5% 

Total Number of Responses 8 100.0% 

 

Respondents Who Considered Weekends as Alternative Hour Care Number of Responses % of Respondents 

Weekends 27 75.0% 

Saturday 7 19.4% 

Sunday 1 2.8% 

“Seven Days a Week” 1 2.8% 

Total Number of Responses 36 100.0% 

 
Some responses remained uncategorized and are as follows. Each of these responses was only received 
once: Three hours or less; 4 days a week; 5 days a week; Afternoons; Anything outside of regular 
operating hours; Anything over 8 hours; Fridays; Holidays; Monday through Thursday; Summer; and 
Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Child Care Providers Who Provide Alternative Hour Care 
Child care providers who answered in the affirmative that they provided alternative hour care were also 
asked if they charge a different rate for those hours. Their responses are below. 

 Number of Responses % of Respondents 

Providers who charge the same rate for alternative hour care 57 41.3% 

Providers who charge a different rate for alternative hour care 81 58.7% 

Total Number of Responses 138 100.0% 

 
Additional Fees Charged and Discounts Offered  
Providers were asked if they charge additional fees such as Enrollment/Registration, Activity, 
Transportation, and Other. Their responses are below: 
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Providers Who Charge Additional Fees 
 Number of Providers 

Who Charge 
Additional Fees 

Number of Providers 
Who Do Not Charge 

Additional Fees 

Number of Providers 
Who Provided a 

Response 

% of Providers Who 
Charge Additional 

Fees 

Center 232 73 305 76.1% 

Family Child Care  187 695 882 21.2% 

One Center provider and three Family Child Care providers did not provide a response and therefore, are not categorized above. 
 

If the provider answered in the affirmative, they did charge additional fees, they were asked about four 
different types of fees: Enrollment/Registration, Activity, Transportation, and “Other”.  

Additional Fees By Type 
The following tables break fees down by both provider and fee type: 

Center Enrollment/Registration Fees 

Number of Centers 
Who Charge the Fee 

 
Fee Range 

Mean Fee  
Amount Charged 

 
 Frequency in Which the Fee is Charged 

101 $10.00-$200.00 $51.65 It is a one-time fee 

98 $14.00-$380.00 $64.21 It is charged one time per year 

12 $14.00-$85.00 $38.67 It is charged twice per year 

1 $90.00 $90.00 It is charged monthly 

 

Family Child Care Enrollment/Registration Fees  
 

Number of FCCs Who 
Charge the Fee 

 
Fee Range 

Mean Fee 
Amount Charged 

 
 Frequency in Which the Fee is Charged 

101 $10.00-$210.00 $54.68 It is a one-time fee 

13 $20.00-220.00 $63.85 It is charged one time per year 

1 $40.00 $40.00 It is charged twice per year 
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Center Activity Fees      

Number of 
Centers Who 

Charge the Fee 

 
 

Fee Range 

Mean Fee 
Amount 
Charged 

 
 Frequency in Which the Fee is 

Charged 

19 $6.00-$220.00 
(5 of 19 said the cost varied based on the activity) 

$67.21 It is charged one time per year 

18 $5.00-$37.50 
(15 of 18 said the cost varied based on the activity) 

$15.83 At the time of the activity 

4 $5.00-$150.00 $70.00 It is a one-time fee 

3 $7.00-$20.00 
(1 of 3 said the cost varied based on the activity) 

$13.50 It is charged monthly 

2 $35.00-$50.00 $42.50 It is charged twice per year 

1 $30.00 $30.00 It is charged quarterly 

1 $45.00 $45.00 It is charged three times per year 

1 (1 of 1  said the cost varied based on the activity) N/A It is charged weekly 

 
Family Child Care Activity Fees      

Number of FCCs 
Who Charge the 

Fee 

 
 

Fee Range 

Mean Fee 
Amount 
Charged 

 
 Frequency in Which the Fee is 

Charged 

45 $2.00-$10.00 
(40 of 45 said the cost varied based on the activity) 

$5.40 At the time of the activity 

29 $6.50-$150.00 $63.84 It is charged one time per year 

7 $10.00-$170.00 $62.40 It is a one-time fee 

5 $4.00-$35.00 $19.80 It is charged twice per year 

4 $10.00-$30.00 $18.75 It is charged monthly 

4 $2.50-$25.00 $16.88 It is charged weekly 

1 $42.50 $42.50 It is charged three times per year 
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Center Transportation Fees      

Number of 
Centers Who 

Charge the Fee 

 
 

Fee Range 

Mean Fee 
Amount 
Charged 

 
 Frequency in Which the Fee is 

Charged 

6 $5.00-$10.00 $8.33 It is charged weekly 

4 $2.00-$5.00 $2.75 It is charged per trip 

1 $1.00 $1.00 It is charged daily 

1 $10.00 $10.00 It is charged monthly 

1 $25.00 $25.00 It is charged one time per week 

 
Family Child Care Transportation Fees      

Number of FCCs 
Who Charge the 

Fee 

 
 

Fee Range 

Mean Fee 
Amount 
Charged 

 
 Frequency in Which the Fee is 

Charged 

8 $5.00-$120.00 $40.07 It is charged monthly 

4 $3.00-$7.50 $4.63 It is charged daily 

4 $1.00-$5.00 $3.00 It is charged per trip 

4 $5.00-$15.00 $10.50 It is charged weekly 

1 $150.00 $150.00 It is charged one time per year 

1 $1.00 $1.00 It is charged per mile 

 
Center “Other” Fees 

Center “Other” Fees - Miscellaneous 

 
 
Type of Fee 

Number of 
Centers Who 

Charge the Fee 

 
 

Fee Range 

Mean Fee 
Amount 
Charged 

 
Frequency in Which the 

Fee is Charged 

Credit Card Processing Fee 2 .02% 
(1 of 2 reported the fee varies) 

.02% It is charged each time a 
payment is processed 

Curriculum Fee 2 $45.00-$125.00 $85.00 It is charged twice per year 

Early Drop Off Fee 2 $10.00 $10.00 It is charged weekly 

Accident Insurance 1 $5.00 $5.00 It is charged one time per 
year 

Declined Payment Fee 1 $30.00 $30.00 It is a one-time fee 

Holding a Child’s Spot 1 $75.00 $75.00 It is charged weekly 

Swimming Pass 1 $50.00 $50.00 It is charged twice per year 
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Family Child Care “Other” Fees 

Family Child Care “Other” Fees - Miscellaneous 

 
Type of Fee 

Number of FCCs 
Who Charge the Fee 

 
Fee Range 

Mean Fee Amount 
Charged 

Frequency in Which the Fee 
is Charged 

Deposit 2 $100.00-$200.00 $150.00 It is a one-time fee 

Preschool 2 $25.00-$50.00 $37.50 It is charged monthly 

Book Fee 1 $95.00 $95.00 It is charged one time per 
year 

Equipment 1 $400.00 $400.00 It is charged one time per 
year 

Holding a Child’s Spot 1 $80.00 $80.00 It is a one-time fee 

Returned Check Fee 1 $35.00 $35.00 It is a one-time fee 

 
Family Child Care “Other” Fees - Early Drop Off 

Number of FCCs Who 
Charge the Fee 

 
Fee Range 

Mean Fee Amount 
Charged 

 Frequency in Which the Fee is 
Charged 

1 $1.00 $1.00 It is charged per hour 

1 $7.50 $7.50 It is charged per minute 

 
Family Child Care “Other” Fees - Food 

Number of FCCs Who 
Charge the Fee 

 
Fee Range 

Mean Fee Amount 
Charged 

Frequency in Which the Fee is 
Charged 

3 $25.00-$35.00 $30.00 It is charged one time per year 

1 $1.00 $1.00 It is charged per meal 

 
Family Child Care “Other” Fees - Late Payment Fee 

Number of FCCs Who 
Charge the Fee 

 
Fee Range 

Mean Fee Amount 
Charged 

 Frequency in Which the Fee is 
Charged 

4 $5.00-$10.00 $7.50 It is charged daily 

1 $25.00 $25.00 It is a one-time fee 

1 $5.00 $5.00 It is charged every  week 
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If the provider answered in the affirmative, that they do offer employee discounts, they were asked “On 
average, how much less does a family pay, per child?” Their responses are represented in the following 
table. 

 Center Family Child Care  

Number of Child Care Providers Who Offer Discounts to Employees 167 16 

Number of Child Care Providers Who Do Not Offer Discounts to Employees (Both 
“No” and “Not Applicable”) 

139 863 

Total Number of Providers Who Responded to Whether or Not They Offer 
Discounts to Employees 

306 879 

% of Providers Who Offer Discounts to Employees 54.6% 1.8% 

Number of Providers Who Offered Discounts to Employees and Were Able to 
Provide a Rate That Could be Converted into a Monetary Amount 

138 13 

Range of Discount (Per child/Hourly) $0.13-$4.34 $0.44-$2.49 

Mean of Discount (Per child/Hourly) $1.54 $1.34 

Calculations based on conversion rates stated earlier in the document. Median full-time hourly rates by type and region were also used 
when necessary. 
 

Additional Sources of Funding Utilized by Providers  
Providers were asked the following question, “Do you currently receive additional funding to offset the 
cost of child care?” Providers were encouraged to list the source and amount of funding they receive. 
Their responses are represented in the following table. 

 
Funding Type 

Number of Providers Who 
Reported a Dollar Amount 

for Funding Received 

Range of Dollar Amount 
Reported (Yearly) 

Mean of Dollar 
Amount Reported 

(Yearly) 

Step It Up 20 $75.00-$500.00 $383.75 

Strengthening Families 15 $75.00-$500.00 $359.87 

Early Childhood Block Grant 12 $175.00-$200,000.00 $30,235.42 

Early Head Start 12 $1,500.00-$812,000 $110,861.92 

Head Start 5 $11,000.00-4,668,000.00 $1,229,942.60 

United Way 5 $15,000.00-$60,000.00 $29,260.00 

2030 Grant 2 Free In-service Free In-service 

Child Care Aware 2 $300.00-$1,000.00 650.00 

Healthy Way to Grow 2 $300.00 $300.00 

Raising Riley 2 $200.00-$400.00 $300.00 

B&W Trailer Hitches 1 $125,000.00 $125,000.00 
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If a provider responded that more funding would be required, the respondent was asked, “How much 
more money would you need per child, per year?” The results are reported in the following table. 

 Center Family Child Care  

Number of Providers Who Said the Amount They Make Covers What It Costs to 
Invest in Themselves and Their Facilities by Attending Conferences or 
Additional Training, Completing National Accreditation, or Doing Other Things 
to Improve the Quality of Care 

173 494 

Number of Providers Who Said the Amount They Make Does Not Cover What It 
Costs to Invest in Themselves and Their Facilities by Attending Conferences or 
Additional Training, Completing National Accreditation, or Doing Other Things 
to Improve the Quality of Care 

124 360 

Number of Providers Responding 297 854 

% of Providers Who Said The Amount they Make Covers What It Costs to Invest 
in Themselves and Their Facilities by Attending Conferences or Additional 
Training, Completing National Accreditation, or Doing Other Things to Improve 
the Quality of Care 

58.2% 57.8% 

Number of Providers Who Provided a Dollar Amount they Would Need to Cover 
These Requirements 

69 179 

Range in Additional Monetary Amount Needed 
 (Additional Amount Needed Per Child/Hourly) 

$0.01-$3.70 $0.01-$7.69 

Mean of Additional Monetary Amount Needed (Per Child/Hourly) $0.39 $0.42 

All responses reporting less than $0.01/hour and over $9.00/hour were removed from the analysis. 
 

Cost of Accreditation 
Providers were asked the question, “Are you nationally accredited?” Fifty-nine (59) respondents said 
“Yes,” 1,125 respondents said “No,” and eight respondents did not provide a response.  

The respondents who answered in the affirmative were then asked the following question, “Please 
estimate the total yearly cost to your facility to complete accreditation, including staff time, 
environmental improvements and accreditation fees.” Following is the breakdown of estimated 
accreditation cost by accreditation type. 
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