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The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act protects the educational rights 
of children and youth experiencing homelessness, a status defined as one of 
the following situations: 

 Lacking a regular, fixed and adequate nighttime residence
(substandard housing)

 Sharing housing with others due to economic struggles

 Living in a shelter, hotel or motel; or public place not designed for
sleeping (cars, parks)

 Unaccompanied (e.g. not in the physical custody of a parent or 
court-appointed guardian) or abandoned at a hospital

 Qualifying under any of the above as a migrant child

Homeless children are categorically eligible for Head Start (HS) and Early Head 
Start (EHS) programs, regardless of income. In accordance with national Head 
Start Performance Standards, HS and EHS programs may reserve one or more 
enrollment slots for children and pregnant women experiencing homelessness. 
In addition, programs are required to:

 Share housing with others due to economic struggles?

 Actively locate and recruit homeless children 

 Allow homeless children to attend without immunization and other records 
for up to 90 days 

 Make efforts to maintain enrollment of homeless children if they move to a 
new service area 

 Utilize community resources, where possible, to provide transportation for 
homeless children who would otherwise be unable to attend classes

In Kansas, McKinney-Vento liaisons in the 
school system have been appointed to 
help homeless children and families 
access the services to which they are 
entitled, including early education. 
Connecting families with the appropriate 
liaison can provide a much-needed 
sense of stability and security for kids 
grappling with highly stressful situations.  
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McKinney-Vento and Head Start

For a full list of liaisons for homeless services by district, 
visit the Kansas State Department of Education website at
www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Title%20Programs%20and%20Services/Homeless/Contacts.pdf

Kansas Head Start Collaboration Office 
Kimberly Kennedy, Director, 785-368-6354, Kimberly.Kennedy@ks.gov

Elly Morris, District 202
800 South 55th Street
Kansas City, KS 
913-288-4106
morrise@turnerusd202.org

Heather Schoonover, District 233
315 North Lindenwood Drive
Olathe, KS 66062
913-780-8233
hschoonovernlsc@olatheschools.org

Cynthia Martinez, District 259
201 N. Water Street
Wichita, KS 67202
316-973-4670
cmartinez@usd259.net

Linda Long, District 261
1745 West Grand Avenue
Haysville, KS 67060
316-554-2251 ext. 1409
llong@usd261.com

Cheryl McCormick, District 383
312 North Juliette Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502
785-587-2170
cherylm@usd383.org

Deb Howser, District 383
2031 Poyntz Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502
785-587-2000
deborah@usd383.org

Stan Ward, District 383
2031 Poyntz Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502
785-587-2000
stanw@usd383.org

Lisa Cady, District 457
1205 Fleming Street
Garden City, KS 67486
620-805-7186
lcady@gcksschools.com

Marty Rombold, District 475
300 Lincoln Drive
Junction City, KS 66441
785-717-4581
martyrombold@usd475.org

Beth Hudson, District 475
123 North Eisenhower Drive
Junction City, KS 66441
785-717-4030
bethhudson@usd475.org

Kerry Wrenick, District 500
2010 North 59th Street
Kansas City, KS 66104
913-279-2150
kerry.wrenick@kckps.org

Sue Grosdidier, District 501
624 SW 24th Street
Topeka, KS 66611
785-295-3046
sgrosdi@topeka.k12.ks.us
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