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Special Immigrant Juvenile Status
Important Points to Remember in the Application Process:
· The minor loses the option of applying for SIJS once the juvenile courts no longer have jurisdiction or the youth turns 21, whichever comes first.  
· The juvenile court must retain jurisdiction throughout the process until the youth is granted SIJS by Citizen Immigration Services (CIS).
· Although the judge’s order regarding the inability of the youth to be reintegrated and that is in youth’s best interest not to return to home country are not binding on the CIS, they are very important.  The court should make the findings clear and based on factual evidence.
· In its order, the court must highlight the fact that it has made its findings based on abuse, neglect or abandonment rather than on the youth’s immigration status.
· The CIS requires that applicants for SIJS remain unmarried until the whole process is completed and the youth receives permanent residency.
· SIJS is not the only way for a youth to get permanent residency.  Talk to a professional immigration attorney about other methods for obtaining a green card.  For example, a youth may have a parent, step-parent, or adoptive parent who is a U.S. citizen apply on his or her behalf, a youth may “self-petition” if a citizen parent refuses to file on his or her behalf, a youth can apply for asylum, etc. 
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