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Dr. Jared anderson, kansas state university 

 

State of the Family Report shows state-level trends 
across 18 child and family wellbeing indicators 

 
– Key Indicators: Child Poverty, Out-of-Wedlock Births, Parental 

Employment, Single Parent Households, Maternal Education, SNAP 
(Food Stamps), TANF (Cash Assistance), Medicaid 



STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 
DR. JARED ANDERSON, KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

• In 2010, 18.1% of Kansas children were living in poverty. 
This represents a 53.4% increase in the percent of 
children living in poverty compared to 1970.  

 

• In 2010, 47.4% of Kansas children were enrolled in free 
and reduced school lunch programs.   

 



STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 
DR. JARED ANDERSON, KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 

• In 2010, 37.7% of all births in Kansas were to unmarried 
parents, compared to 12.2% of all births in 1980.  This 
represents a 209% increase in the percent of Kansas 
babies born to unmarried parents. 

 

• Since 2000, there has been a 150% increase in the percent 
of the population enrolled in the Food Stamp 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP) and 
since 2001 a 37% increase in the percent of the population 
enrolled in Medicaid.  



CHILD POVERTY 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 

In 2010, roughly 131,000 or 18.1% of Kansas children lived in poverty.  This represents  
a 1% increase of 2009 and a 53% increase compared to 1970 11.8% of Kansas children  

lived in poverty.   



OUT-OF-WEDLOCK BIRTHS 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 

In 2010, 37.7% of all births in Kansas were to unmarried parents, compared to 12.2% in  
1980. This represents a 209% increase in the percent of Kansas babies born to unmarried  
parents. 



PARENTAL UNEMPLOYMENT 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 

In 2010, the bottom 5 Kansas counties with the highest parental unemployment were  
Rush (11.1%), Atchison (11.6%), Woodson (14.2%), Ness (14.8%) and Barber (15.5%).  



MATERNAL EDUCATION 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 

In 2009, the bottom 5 counties for mothers without a high school degree were Finney  
(39.3%), Comanche (40.0%), Morton (44.2%), Ford (45.0%) and Seward (50.3%). 



SINGLE PARENT HOUSEHOLDS 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 



SNAP (FOOD STAMPS) 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 



TANF (CASH ASSISTANCE) 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 



MEDICAID 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 



 

 

• Statewide ranking of counties on each of the 18 child 
and family wellbeing indicators 

 

• Help local communities develop programs, policies 
and initiatives in their area 

 

• Assist counties in targeting priority areas 

COMPOSITE INDEX 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 



COMPOSITE INDEX 
STATE OF THE FAMILY REPORT 



TRENDS IN POVERTY 
 

REDUCING CHILD POVERTY AND  
  IMPROVING CHILD OUTCOMES   

RON HASKINS, THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 

 

 
 



POVERTY TRENDS 



STATE CHILD POVERTY TREND 

Source: State of the Family Report, Kansas State University 



ESCALATING FEDERAL SPENDING 
ON MEANS-TESTED PROGRAMS 

 
REDUCING CHILD POVERTY AND  

  IMPROVING CHILD OUTCOMES   
RON HASKINS, THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION  

 
 
 



FEDERAL MEANS-TESTED SPENDING  



UNSUSTAINABLE SPENDING 



FIVE FACTORS 



KANSAS WAGE AND BENEFIT SCENERIO 

2012 Annual Wage and Benefit Scenarios for a Single Parent with Two Children 
(Calculated Assuming Full-Time Employment of 40 hours per week with Transitional Benefits) 

 
Data Sources: EES Automated Eligibility Systems (Kaecses and KsCares) case scenarios. KDHE for average family medicaid expenditure data. KDOR/IRS for annual EITC  
benefits (based on a 3-person household with annual income based on above scenarios).                                                                                                   
January 2013  



KANSAS WELFARE CLIFF 

• Single Mom is BETTER 
off earning a gross 
income of $20,000 with 
$50,783 in net income 
and benefits than to 
earn a gross income of 
$63,000 with a net 
income of $50,473  



WELFARE CLIFF: 
INCENTIVIZES DEPENDENCE 

 
• The current welfare cliff incentivizes families to stay dependent on 

government benefits. 
 
• Sample household would be financially worse off taking a better job 

at $30,000 or $40,000 because benefits would fall off. 
 
•  Recipients get trapped in their current income of $29,000 and 

trapped in dependency.  
 

• Welfare cliff provides a distinct disincentive to work full-time and to 
get married.   



  PATHWAYS OUT OF POVERTY: 
 
    EDUCATION 
    WORK 
    FAMILY COMPOSITION 
 

 
 



MEDIAN INCOME BY EDUCATION LEVEL 



EDUCATION: POOR LESS LIKELY TO 
ENROLL AND GRADUATE 



WORK: FULL-TIME, YEAR-ROUND 
WORK BY RACE 



EFFECT OF INCREASING PARENTAL 
WORK ON CHILD POVERTY 



WORK RATE REDUCTION 

• Between 1980 and 2009, work rates for men 
declined from 74.2 percent to 67.6 percent, a fall 
of around 9 percent.  

• The trend for young black men (ages 20-24) is 
even worse. Starting from the very low base of 
60.9 percent, their ratio declined to the startling 
level of 46.9 percent, a decline of nearly 23 
percent.  

 
Source: Combating Poverty: Understanding New Challenges for Families  

By: Ron Haskins 



WORK RATE REDUCTION 

 

• 75% of families that lack an individual with 
full-time, year-round worker are in poverty. 

 

• Most effective anti-poverty strategy is to 
increase work rates. 

 
Source: Combating Poverty: Understanding New Challenges for Families  

By: Ron Haskins 



INCREASE WORK = DECREASE 
POVERTY 

• 1996 bipartisan welfare reform required 
individuals to meet work requirements to qualify 
for TANF (cash assistance). 

• Imposed a maximum 5-year lifetime limit for 
TANF benefits. 

• Unprecedented numbers entered the workforce  
• Poverty among single mothers and their children 

fell 30% 
 
Source: Combating Poverty: Understanding New Challenges for Families  
By: Ron Haskins 



INCREASE WORK = DECREASE 
POVERTY 

• 2008 Kansas welfare to work reform received an F 
grade from the Heartland Institute for poor 
implementation of the 1996 reforms. 

• Ranked 49th overall due to its inability to move 
individuals from welfare to work. 

• 2011 TANF policy reforms implemented which 
lead to a 37% reduction in TANF caseload. 

• Directed job search and stringent work 
requirements with meaningful sanctions has 
helped many Kansans move into full-time work. 

 



HASKIN’S THREE THINGS 



POVERTY PROBABILITY 
Marriage: Kansas No. 1 Weapon Against Childhood Poverty,  

The Heritage Foundation 



MARRIAGE AND POVERTY 
Marriage: Kansas No. 1 Weapon Against Childhood Poverty,  

The Heritage Foundation 



OUT-OF-WEDLOCK BY RACE 
Marriage: Kansas No. 1 Weapon Against Childhood Poverty,  

The Heritage Foundation 



MARRIAGE AND POVERTY 
Marriage: Kansas No. 1 Weapon Against Childhood Poverty,  

The Heritage Foundation 



REDUCE CHILD POVERTY 
Marriage: Kansas No. 1 Weapon Against Childhood Poverty,  

The Heritage Foundation 



MENTOR PROGRAMS HIGHLIGHTED 

 

 

JOBS FOR AMERICA’S GRADUATES (JAG) 

PARTNERS IN CHANGE 

CIRCLES OF HOPE 

CONNECTIONS TO SUCCESS 

 



TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS: 
DISCUSSION 

 

 

• Pathways out of Poverty: Three Factors 

 

• Education 

• Work 

• Family Composition 
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PATHWAY ONE: EDUCATION 

Jobs for America’s Graduates 
• Highly successful program for at-risk kids in middle school and high 

school which increases graduation rates significantly and also focuses 
on getting youth into full-time employment after graduation.   

• This program has a 79% positive outcome rate for the youth that 
participate….after graduation 79% are employed, in the military, in 
postsecondary training or some combination thereof.   

  
Partners in Change (Neosho County Community College Model) 
• Low-cost mentoring (only $750 per person) program which can be 

duplicated across the state at community and technical schools.   
• Successful program that placed 56% of participants in employment 

and 32% into continuing education.   
• Closed 39% of the participants TANF cases. 
 

(Items recommended by presenters to begin discussion) 



PATHWAY ONE: EDUCATION CONT. 

Technical Education 
• Data shows few low-income individuals are successful in completing a four-year 

degree.  Technical education should be an available option to help them achieve 
success and obtain the skills needs to pursue a career.  

 
• Career and Technical Education programs help Kansas meet the workforce needs of 

growing businesses.   
 
• Governor Brownback authored and signed a bill during the 2012 session that offers 

free tuition to Kansas high school students who take technical education courses.  
This should increase the number of students graduating from high school with 
industry-demanded professional certifications.  It bill also created an incentive 
program that will encourage school districts to increase the number of students 
exiting high school with an industry-recognized credential in key occupations by 
providing a $1,000 per student award to the sending high school for each student 
earning this certification.   
 

 
 

(Items recommended by presenters to begin discussion) 
 

 



PATHWAY TWO: WORK 

Consolidation of Work Programs 
• Work programs through Dept of Commerce, DCF and Dept of Labor should be streamlined to establish 

one all-inclusive program.   
• This will eliminate duplication and will allow strong employment-focused policies to be standard 

throughout all work programs.  
 
Increase Family Share (co-pay) for Childcare Subsidy 
• Childcare is one of the most significant contributors to the welfare cliff.   
• Welfare dependency traps families in poverty.   
• Disincentives families from increasing their own earning potential, as evidenced in the welfare cliff --- 

a single mom making $20,000 a year is actually BETTER off than a single mom making $63,000.   
 
Statewide SNAP work requirement 
• As with welfare reform in the 1990’s, able-bodied food stamp recipients should be required to work, 

prepare for work, or at least look for a job as a condition of receiving aid.  
• Work requirement in the TANF program led to dramatic drops in welfare caseloads, surges in 

employment, and a large-scale drop in child poverty among groups that were most dependent on 
cash assistance. 

 
 

(Items recommended by presenters to begin discussion) 

 
 
 



PATHWAY THREE: FAMILY 
COMPOSITION 

Pre-Marital Education  
• Upon completion of an 8-hour course of pre-marital education, the cost of the marriage license will 

be eliminated.  Studies show that pre-marital education can lead to more successful marriages. 
   
Online Clearinghouse and Public Relations Campaign for Healthy Marriage  
• Public awareness is an important component to reintroducing the importance of marriage in Kansas.   

A public relations campaign and a publicized clearinghouse of providers and information can lead to 
more Kansans understanding the importance of marriage.  

 
Healthy Relationship Education in Middle and High Schools 
• Healthy relationship education for youth can lead to better life choices and delay or reduce out-of-

wedlock birth significantly.    
• Improves relationship skills with peers, parents and teachers.  

 
 

(Items recommended by presenters to begin discussion) 

 



 

 

QUESTIONS? 
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